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stress on ethical conduct. Man is bound to God, in
Judaism, more by his deeds than by his creed*

Another consequence of the Jewish attitude to the
Law is the emphasis on the intellectual approach to
God. The Law had to be studied. The place of
knowledge and study in religion was sometimes
exaggerated by Jewish teachers. But it does belong
to the nature of Judaism to give them a large place in
the religious life. Spinoza's ideal, the " intellectual
love of God ", is truly Jewish.

The first verse of the Hebrew Bible mentions the
close connection between God and the physical
world. For Judaism the whole universe is the
incarnation of God. In it He manifests Himself in
ways which show men His being, power, and beauty.
** Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts, the whole
earth is full of His glory." The great book of Jewish
worship, the Psalter, contains many nature-poems.
The frequent emphasis on the connection between
God and the physical universe is characteristic of
Judaism, It created many serious difficulties for
Jewish thought, but it remained constant. From it
there follows a characteristic Jewish valuation of the
material universe and material things. The physical
world and the physical life possessed, and possess, for
it real value, or the value of reality. Not so great, if